
FORENSIC WRITING 1A

Types of Writing



UNIT 1

1. Types of writing: expository and rhetorical
2. Expository
3. Research techniques (hermeneutics)
4. Formatting (MLA and APA) & Paragraphs
5. Proofreading

UNIT 2

6. Rhetorical 
7. Textual Criticism

Overview: Looking Ahead



While there are many types or kinds of academic writing, we are going to 
focus on the two core kinds:

1. Expository 
2. Rhetorical

IA: Key Writing Styles



Neutrality & Objectivity
All academic writing, both expository 
and rhetorical, should aim to be:

- Neutral and objective
- Fair and balanced
- Free from ideology



Expository Writing (Exposition)
EXPOSITORY (from “to expose”) is a kind of writing that aims to provide a full 
and detailed explanation of something. This will include providing key details, 
and a discussion of causes and effects (if known).

Technically (although this is not always easy to do!) expository writing should 
be free from personal opinion, ideology, preferences, and/or political 
persuasion.  

As information, exposition should aim to provide the reader with as much 
information as possible so as to make an informed decision on some topic.



Critical Summary
One of the most common kinds of exposition in academic writing is the critical 
summary.

A critical summary typically has three (3) parts:

1. Background
2. Summary
3. Analysis (evaluation)



Background
The background section of the paper, typically found in the introductory 
paragraphs, provides the reader with details not eivdent from reading or 
watching the subject.

For example, if you were writing an exposition of a movie, your 
background would provide details about the film-makers, locations, 
budget, etc.



Summary
The summary section of the paper, typically found in the middle of the paper, 

The summary section should focus only on KEY events, dates (if 
relevant), people, and details of the subject being summarised.

The summary should not be a play-by-play summary, but should only focus on 
those elements of the subject that are relevant to your essay.



Evaluation / Analysis
The final section of the essay will examine how successful or effective the 
subject has been; or how it was received by independent 
viewers/observers/experts.

For example, if you were writing a critical summary of a movie, you might 
include references from Rotten Tomatoes, or industry experts on how well the 
film was received or how much it brought in at the box office.



Assignment
1. Read the article in resources 1: “Media Bias” and summarize the article in 

5 (five) main points that accurately capture the “essence” of the article 
(you do not need to submit these notes, but have them ready for our 
class next week);

2. Read the sample essay in Note 1: “Alien Cowboys” to get a better 
understand of the way in which a critical summary is structured;

3. Complete Quiz 1A.


