
Good morning Medievalists! 
 
Below are the instructions for the essay this week...and information on your first essay or project 
due in late February. 
 
We are starting to look at Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales this week.  Chaucer, you may know, is 
considered one of the most important authors of the English language (I’d say more important 
than Shakespeare!  We’re not looking at Shakespeare of course because he’s not medieval). 
 
You should begin the week by researching the following topics/issues: 
 
(1)  Do a quick biographical sketch of Chaucer himself, so you can place him in the cannon 
of literature. 
 
(2) Do a quick survey of “medieval pilgrimage sites.”  You need to understand the medieval 
practice of pilgrimage, or “pilgrimmaging” in order to get context for the Canterbury Tales.  I will 
go into more detail on this later in my video lecture this week. 
 
(3) Find out why Canterbury was an important pilgrimage site in the Middle Ages. 
 
(4) Look up the medieval professions of (a) Miller; (b) Reeve; and (c) Knight.  
 
(5) Look up the literary genre “Fabliaux” and “Cradle Trick.” Here’s something that might help: 
https://www.gradesaver.com/the-canterbury-tales/study-guide/sources-fabliaux 
 
You’ll be asked to identify this genre in the next quiz! 
 
Just to set the scene quickly, the Canterbury Tales is about a group of pilgrims (some of them 
quite crude!) who set off on a pilgrimage to Canterbury together.  Along the way, to pass the 
time, they tell stories to each other for entertainment.  Some of the stories are humorous, some 
are serious.  There are 24 tales in total (Chaucer never finished the work) but we will just be 
looking at four: The Reeves Tale, The Miller’s Tale, and Knight’s Tale.  You will recognise the 
influence of Greek mythology in the Knight’s Tale especially.  The three tales, in modern 
English, are attached. 
 
The three tales are attached in Modern English, and once you have done your preliminary 
research, you should work through these.  I do not mind if you use Spark Notes or something 
similar to help you orient yourself to the stories, but you should make an effort to get through the 
original stories too! 
 
Shortly, I will be sending you details of our first written assignment.  Over the weekend, I had a 
bit of an inspiration: instead of an essay, for those of you who feel creative, I was thinking of 
letting you write your own Canterbury Tale in Chaucerian style!  If this is something that might 

https://www.gradesaver.com/the-canterbury-tales/study-guide/sources-fabliaux


interest you, let me know and if there is enough interest I’ll come up with some criteria for the 
project! 
 
If you choose to do an essay, our first essay will be a critical summary of one of the Canterbury 
Tales of your choice.  Particulars of the essay (lenhth, etc) will be shared this week, but you 
might want to start your planning now. 
 

 
 
 


