
Critical Summary & Analysis Structure 
(Media Bias) 

 
 
A critical summary and analysis essay includes THREE parts:  
 

1. Background 
2. Summary 
3. Analysis or evaluation 

 
Depending on the length of your essay, these parts can be one or more paragraphs. 
 

 
 
Background (approx 20%) 
 
The first part of your essay (depending on the length, at least one paragraph), provides 
the reader with the context to the topic you are writing about.  In the case of the story of 
Richard Jewell and the Atlanta Olympic attack, this could include: 
 

1. Information about the Atlanta Olympics in 1996 
2. Security measures at the Olympics 
3. The events surrounding the bomb blast 
4. Brief, biographical information about Richard Jewell (do not overload this part 

with dates and locations, unless focussed and relevant)l 
5. Background to media coverage of the event: names, reporters, etc, relevant to 

the case. 
 
Background information should be (a) brief, (b) not highly detailed in terms of dates or 
numbers, unless highly relevant to your analysis; (c) focussed on background elements 
that support your overall analysis or evaluation. 
 

 
 
Summary (apporx 40%) 
 
This section of the essay should provide details about your specific topic, which in this 
case is the unfair treatment of Richard Jewell.  It is NOT a summary of the actual terror 
attack in Atlanta, because this is not the focus of the essay.  Since you are writing a 

 



 

critical essay on media bias in reference to Richard Jewell, your summary section 
should address and briefly explain: 
 

1. How Richard Jewell became the prime suspect 
2. How the media, such as Atlanta Journal-Constitution and NBC, targeted Jewell 
3. How Jewell was eventually exonerated 
4. Jewell’s lawsuits against various media outlets and outcome 

 
NOTE: Your summary section should be FREE of opinion!  It should only contain facts 
and known data.  You must not speculate, offer opinion, form judgements or hypotheses 
in this section: it is straightforward and neutral reporting. 
 

 
 
Evaluation & Analysis (approx 40%) 
 
In the final section of your essay, you should provide an analysis of the event in a 
balanced way.  You might consider, for example:  
 

1. What we learned from this episode 
2. How this episode damaged the reputation of the media 
3. What the warning signs were and what steps, if any, were taken to make sure it 

doesn’t happen again 
4. Since media bias and false accusations are an ongoing issue in the media, why 

haven’t important lessons been learned 
5. What does this episode teach us about the nature of the media today 

 
It’s very important that your evaluation is supported by references, support, statistics (if 
relevant), quotes, and/or corroborating evidence.  Your evaluation should not simply be 
a statement of your opinion but a reasoned, balanced statement about the event and 
what conclusions can validly be drawn from the lessons learned. 
 

 
 
Your essay should be formatted in either APA or MLA.  It should contain references and 
a bibliography or works cited page at the end of the essay. 
 
Your essay should be completely free of grammatical and syntax errors, and free from 
plagiarism at all costs. 


