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Key words:
Poetry (all drama was poetry until the renaissance)

Drama

Ritual

Religion

Culture

Person



Poetry = rhythm 
Rhythm is an essential feature of 
classical poetry since it imitates the 
various rhythms of life: excitement, fear, 
calm, order, etc.

The world and life is essentially ordered; 
reason itself is the ordering principle of 
life, and through poetry, this ordering of 
life is drawn out and exemplified.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_viuM_sEOOU


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNX2kxqvjbU


Warm-up
Write two prose sentences (something that is true, or something from your 
experience.  Then put it into a rhythm:

“Kamloops is a lovely city.  However,  it is a shame about the freezing 
weather.”

= (octameter):

Kamloops is a such lovely city;

But the winter cold is such a pity.



Drama

EVIL GOOD

EXTREMES:

NEUTRAL



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDe3zzgWu3w


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3pYoolbMMo


Aristotle: MEDIUM, OBJECTS, MANNER
“For as there are persons who, by conscious 
art or mere habit, imitate and represent 
various objects through the medium of colour 
and form, or again by the voice; so in the arts 
above mentioned, taken as a whole, the 
imitation is produced by rhythm, language, or 
'harmony,' either singly or combined.”



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSRLK7SogvE


MASKS & PERSONS
The Greek word for “mask” is prosopon which 
means to make a sound (speech) through 
something.

The Latin translation of pro sopon is per 
(through) and sonare (sound): personare.

Our English word person literally means “mask’. 



Ritual (Rite)
Passage, journey (social)

Custom, practice.

Poetry and drama



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGIZ-zUvotM


Homework
Research an indigenous mask (or masks) 
from a particular culture (including your 
own) from around the world.

Prepare a brief explanation of the 
cultural significance of such masks.
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Warm-up question

(1) What does it mean to be a “person”?



Genres of Poetry & Drama
History

Tragedy - downfall of the main character/hero

Comedy - 



Concepts of the Person
Dyadic

Individualism

Collectivism

Psychologism

Biologism

Nihilism

Hedonism



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gHMjF0ozzg


Carl Jung:
“Loneliness does not come from being 
alone, but from the inability to 
communicate values which are most 
important to us.”



“Happiness”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlMAKpxN8N0


Where we stand: Modern Concept of Personhood
In the modern (or postmodern) age, we have inherited 
of late two competing versions of what it means to be 
a person:

Individualism: the individual is supreme; 
personal choice and freedom are the highest ideals of 
the citizen

Collectivism: the needs and identity of the group 
are supreme; personal choice and well-being are 
secondary to the good of the collective



Historical Understanding of Personhood
Let’s start with the etymology (a very good 
place to start getting a sense of what was 
historically understood).

Persona = Latin for person, derived from the 
Greek:

Prosopon = Greek for mask, as in the mask 
an actor would wear on stage.

Why would our word for person be derived 
from a theatrical mask?



The classical actor “spoke through” a character

Persona is from the Latin personare: per = through; sonare = sound.

Person = “to sound through” - as in seeing a character in a film or on stage, 
rather than the actor behind the mask: the character is “shown 
through/sounded through” the character mask. How?

In other words, a person is that which is expressed through….what?



Comedy v Tragedy
“If, then, Tragedy is superior to Epic poetry in all these respects, and, 
moreover, fulfils its specific function better as an art for each art ought to 
produce, not any chance pleasure, but the pleasure proper to it, as already 
stated it plainly follows that Tragedy is the higher art, as attaining its end more 
perfectly.” (XXVI)

“Comedy is, as we have said, an imitation of characters of a lower type, not, 
however, in the full sense of the word bad, the Ludicrous being merely a 
subdivision of the ugly. It consists in some defect or ugliness which is not 
painful or destructive.  To take an obvious example, the comic mask is ugly 
and distorted, but does not imply pain.” (Poetics V)



Exemplars or Archetypes of personhood

We learn the way things should be by 
reference to the ideal, or perfect ‘form’ or 
archetype  (Plato) of a thing.

What is the archetype of personhood?



From ancient Greece and Rome to (almost) the present
‘Personhood’ was understood to be derived from good actions (virtue).  The 
more virtuous a person, the ‘fuller’ their participation in the archetype 
(perfection/form) of the person.

The highest type of virtuous action is love and friendship (and because 
friendship is a virtue, or the goal of virtue, there is no such thing as a ‘bad 
friend’ - just no friend at all!) - love and friendship are the actions which 
determine personhood.

Personhood was thus considered to be derived from the perfection of loving 
relationships.  We don’t just HAVE relationships; we ARE relationships.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69F7GhASOdM


“To be or not to be” (that is the question) - Hamlet

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjuZq-8PUw0


Homework
Read:

Aristotle’s Poetics chapters VI and VII (6 & 7) on Comedy and Tragedy



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_u91SjrEOE


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4pDUxth5fQ


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gjj_-CPxjCM


Language Acquisition

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Cgpfw4z8cw

