
1210: Theatre of the Absurd & Absurdism 
 
Dear Students; 
 
Welcome back from reading week!  I know many of you were away (as was I) and I hope you 
had a good rest despite the weather! 
 
A couple of important things for this week: 
 
First, I will host a zoom meeting this week for any students who would like to have a general 
chat about the essays due next week.  I will post details about this Zoom meeting in the forum. 
 
Secondly, we will continue our exploration of the trajectory of Romantic poetry and drama 
through WW1 poetry and muder ballads, into the topic for this week: Theatre of the Absurd. 
 
To begin, I’d like you to do the following: 
 
1. Research the meaning and origin of Theatre of the Absurd.  A video lecture on this period is 
included in the lesson materials. 
 
2. Research briefly the life and works of Samuel Becket, Albert Camus and Franz Kafka.  A 
video lecture on Kaka and Camus is provided in the lesson notes. 
 
3. Read the biography of Becket, and read a couple of his poems for comment: Arènes de 
Lutèce, and Mort de A.D.  Links to these poems can be found at the bottom of the Poetry Page 
with the Becket bibliography provided in the lesson notes. 
 
As you are working through this material, think about the trajectory of poetry and drama from the 
Romantic period through to the Theatre of the Absurd; think about links and steps between 
these periods, and we will delve into them in the forum this week! 
 
I didn’t have a lot of time to get to emails this past week, so if you have emailed me or 
contributed to the forum, I will try to get caught up this week! 
 
Have a great day and speak soon; keep an eye on the forum! 
 
Steve 
 
 


