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Finding Material for your essays using 

Google Searches 
 

 
 
1. Make a list of keywords 

 
You can’t properly search for sources without having a list of keywords, since you will 
need to narrow your search down to specific parameters.  For example, if you are 
writing an essay on space exploration, and you want to argue that space exploration is 
not worth the money and would be better spent on tackling poverty, your keywords 
might include: 
 

● Space Exploration 
● Poverty 
● Funding 
● Cost 
● NASA 
● Spending 

 
Without a list of keywords like this, and with just “space exploration” as you search term, 
you search results will be overwhelmingly broad and impossible to manage. 
 
2. Use Boolean Operators 

 
Boolean operators are ways to be specific about your search terms in Google.  Here are 
some basic operators to make your search parameters more effective and narrow: 
 
(i) Refine web searches with punctuation 
You can use symbols or words in your search to make your search results more 
precise. 
 
Google Search usually ignores punctuation that isn’t part of a search operator. 
Don’t put spaces between the symbol or word and your search term. A search for 
site:nytimes.com  will work, but site: nytimes.com  won’t. 
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(ii) Common search techniques 
 
Search social media 
Put @ in front of a word to search social media. For example: @twitter. 
 
Search for a price 
Put $ in front of a number. For example: camera $400. 
 
Search hashtags 
Put # in front of a word. For example: #throwbackthursday 
 
Exclude words from your search 
Put - in front of a word you want to leave out. For example, jaguar speed -car [this will 
search for the speed of a jaguar animal, and not the speed of jaguar car]. 
 
Search for an exact match 
Put a word or phrase inside quotes. For example, "tallest building". 
 
Search for wildcards or unknown words 
Put a * in your word or phrase where you want to leave a placeholder. For example, 
"largest * in the world". 
 
Search within a range of numbers 
Put .. between two numbers. For example, camera $50..$100. 
 
Combine searches 
Put "OR" between each search query. For example,  marathon OR race. 
 
Search for a specific site 
Put "site:" in front of a site or domain. For example, site:youtube.com or site:.gov. 
 
Get details about a site 
Put "info:" in front of the site address. 
 
See Google’s cached version of a site 
Put "cache:" in front of the site address. 
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3. Google Scholar 

 
Search in Google for “Google Scholar.”  In the Google scholar bar, anything you search 
for will be returned from mostly academic or ‘scholarly’ sources. 
 
4. Google Books 

 
Search Google Books for specific terms, and you will be sent published book results. 
 
Once you have located a book that interests you (most books come with ‘preview mode’ 
to allow you to read sections of the book, and to search within the book), you can do a 
keyword search in the book by using the book search bar to the left: 
 

 
 
 

5. Obtain the ISBN for a book 

 
Above the book thumbnail, click on “Get this Book in Print.” 
 
Click on the Amazon link. 
 
Amazon will provide you with the ISBN of the book you want to cite.  Paste the ISBN 
into your bibliography maker, and obtain the proper citation for the book. 
 
 
*Get more tips on your Extension Pages. 
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