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Human Right 
A controversial concept, popularised in 1948 at the first UNESCO symposium which produced the 
UN Charter of Human Rights.  Since then, much debate has been carried out over the origin and 
source of human rights: are they from God?  Are they from the State?  Are they “inside” us, 
biologically?  Many scholars, such as Alasdair MacIntyre, argue that human rights do not exist, and 
that ultimately human rights are a class of civil (or State mandated) rights.  Others, such as 
Jacques Maritain, argue that human rights are divine. 
 
Love 
Most people today think that love is a kind of “feeling”.  But this description of love is unable to 
account for the fact that people can love someone even when they feel angry towards them, or are 
not feeling anything at all.  The traditional concept of love, until recently, is that love is a kind of 
action, or strength of will to seek the best interests of the other. 
 
Truth 
Truth has to be distinguished from facts.  The traditional concept of truth is that is is a correlation of 
what is in the mind and what exists in reality.  For example, If I see an elephant but think it is a 
hippo, there is no correlation between what I am think and what exists in reality.  In order for truth 
to prevail, there must both be (a) an elephant in reality and (b) the recognition of an elephant in my 
mind. 
 
Epistemology 
From the Greek word for “knowledge” (study of knowledge) epistemology is the branch of 
philosophy which studies the way in which we come to know things, what constitutes knowledge, 
and how we can have any degree of certainty about what we know.  The classical concept of 
knowledge is that it consists of justified belief (that is, you believe something to be true and that 
belief is justified). 
 
Opinion 
Today, most people tend to think that opinions are neither right nor wrong.  In this, they confuse 
opinions with preferences.  A preference is neither right nor wrong, as in “I like chocolate ice 
cream”, but this is not an opinion.  Opinions aim at getting to the truth of something: is there life on 
other planets?  There is an answer to this question, so opinions about life on other planets are 
either right or wrong.  
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