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Google Scholar is the most preferred search engine when it comes to locating academic 
materials and existing patents.  Here are some useful tips when using Google Scholar. 
 
1. Use quotation marks when searching specific keywords. This helps to inform scholar to 

search only the keywords and not other possible combinations of the words.  
 

 
 

 
2. Limit the search results through year range. This will allow you to search materials 

relevant to that period.  
 

 

Custom range 



3. Add Filetype:pdf after your keywords to allow search of only materials with 
downloadable PDF files. 

 

 
 
 
4. If the article has a restricted access, you might want to pay attention to the “Versions” 

listing. Usually it might give you access to other downloadable links.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
5. Use the SAVE function when you signed in to Google Account while using Google Scholar. 

All saved articles will be included in the “My Library” link, allowing you to read it later. 
This is handy when you have problem downloading the file due to poor Internet 
connection.  

 

 
 
 

Direct PDF download 

links are usually listed on 

this side. 

See if other versions of 

the same source are 

available.  

Save to your Google 

Scholar Library  



6. Remove “Include Patents” and “Include Citations” from the search results. This would 
remove all patents and citations from the results, allowing you to focus only on 
academic materials.  

 

    
 
7. Use Related Articles when searching for articles with the same scope/topic. 
 

 
 
 
8. Use author: to finds results with your search term as the document author. E.g. 

author:Wilson 
 

       
 
 
 
 

Un-tick these two  

Find related articles  



9. Use the Advanced Search. Click the arrow at the end of the search box to view the  
Advanced Scholar Search options. This allow you to “refine” your search.  

 

           
 
 
 
10. Link Google Scholar to your Library (Give access to library subscribed databases). Go to 

Settings>Library Links>Type in your university name.  
 
Online access to library subscriptions is usually restricted to patrons of that library. You 
might only be able to add when you’re using the university internet network.  

 
 
 

Click This Arrow and the box 

shown below will appear 


