
The Nature of the Short Story

Hello Students;

I hope you are all doing well.

I noticed last week there was relatively little engagement with the forum and lesson
materials; I am assuming that this was because in some places it was “Spring Break”
and so perhaps this was the reason.  I also know some of you have been having exams
and I hope these went well.  Hopefully this week we can get back into the swing of
things, as the 20% engagement grade is fulfilled through engagement with the
materials, and primarily in the forum.

I am very grateful to the regular contributors (your participation has been duly noted!) to
the forum but it would be nice to see some new faces there this week.

One of the required assignments for last week was your submission of your thesis
proposal for your final paper. This must be completed this week.  The thesis proposal is
part of your essay submission, and so failure to submit a thesis proposal may likely
affect your final grade. I will reply to your thesis proposals this week, and will let you
know if you are on the right track or not.

Now on to the materials for this week:

Part of our study of drama and poetry is the nature of the short story.  In many respects,
poetry is like a short story, in that it conveys a message using themes, tone, mood, use
of language, etc. Short stories differ from novels in that the narrative of the short story is
often allegorical (much like poetry).  Such is the case with the two short stories we will
be looking at this week.

The first is DH Lawrence’s “Rocking Horse Winner.” It is an amazing little story,
although quite sad too.

The second is GK Chestterton’s “The Extraordinary Cabman”.  It appears, on the face of
it, to be simply biographical, but it goes much deeper into the way in which humans
interact (or fail to interact) with one another.

Both short stories explore the nature of the human person and both authors are
contemporary (beginning of the 20th century, and encompassing the period leading up



to WW1, and ending just before WW2).  Keep this chronological link in mind as we
begin to unpack them both.

I recommend reading both along with the audio versions of the short story, included in
the lesson resources.

During the week, we shall unpack the meaning of these two stories but I would like you
to keep the following critical questions in mind as you study them:

- What are the stories about?
- What is the tone and mood of each story? (They are not the same!)
- What are the underlying themes in both stories?

I call these three kinds of questions “foundational” since they provide us with a great
heuristic for looking at all short stories and poetry at the outset, since the biggest clues
to what a story or work of drama is about is often hinted at (and often very strongly) in
the setting of tone and mood and key themes.

By the way, I hope to see this kind of analysis in your final essays!

Steve

PS: Don’t forget your essay thesis submission, which must be completed this week to
maximise your grade for the essay.


