
Course Outline
Department of English and Modern Languages

Faculty of Arts

English 1100: 3 credits
Introduction to University Writing (3,0,0)

Summer 2021 (Online/Asynchronous)

Instructor: Dr. Steve Jones Office hours: By phone/email & chat
Office: NA
Phone: NA
Email: stjones@tru.ca

Calendar Description:
Students develop skills in close critical reading and writing using a variety of creative narrative
texts. Students learn to engage in a careful analysis and interpretation of the perspectives,
techniques, and rhetorical strategies employed by writers to convey a given subject matter. They
also practice and build on scholarly writing and documentation skills. Critical reading and writing
skills are keys to success in any academic discipline and transfer directly to the workplace.

Course Description:
One of the key elements of writing--perhaps the key element--is the use of words and word
choice. Words act as signs which point to something signified that we wish to share. However, it
is very often the case that the words we use are often ambiguous, or, if not ambiguous in our own
minds, are subject to misinterpretation by others. For example, consider the word, “Happiness.”
We all want to be happy! But what does this word mean? How have authors used it in different
ways? Critical thinking in communication and writing begins with an analysis of words, and then
moves on to an analysis of techniques, tone, mood, syntax and author intention. Beginning with
an analysis of word choice, students will be invited to consider the impact of words on writing
and communication, and to study significant examples in literature in which words are used with
powerful effect, such as the St Crispin’s Day speech of Shakespeare, the speeches of Martin
Luther King and Sojourner Truth, as well as inspirational writings found in journalism and short
stories.



Required Texts
The course will use eTexts, online materials and handouts, including material related to the value
theory of Max Scheler.  Resources for students can be found on Perdue Online Writing Lab,
Rebus Education, and ThoughtCo.com.  Students should also download a copy of the OED.
Further reading: Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking online eText available at:
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/introduction-to-logic-and-critical-thinking

Educational Objectives:
At the completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:

● read, understand, and discuss research articles on a variety of language-related issues
● compose in the sub-genres of scholarly writing, e.g., summary, critical summary,

research proposal
● compose a research paper with citations from available sources, relying on both

qualitative and quantitative research methods
● give and receive informed feedback on writing
● work productively both alone and in small groups
● Demonstrate critical thinking skills covered in the course in writing and presentations

Prerequisite:
English 12/English 12 First Peoples with a minimum of 73% (with the government exam within
the last 5 years); or level 5 on the compositions section of the Language Proficiency Index (LPI),
with all other categories of the LPI at a minimum of 70% (within the last 2 years); or satisfactory
completion of the TRU English Assessment (ACCUPLACER) at the university entrance level; or
completion of ENGL 0600 with a grade of C+ or better; or completion of ESAL 0570 and ESAL
0580 with a grade of C+ or better.

Assignments: Summer (2) - 50% of overall grade

∙    Quizzes & Class Assignments 20% (Given weekly)
∙    Essay 1 (rhetorical) 30% (Due May 28 2021)
∙    Essay 2 (Comparative) 30% (Due June 11 2021)
∙    Participation & Attendance 20% (Simply compete all assignments)

Class participation includes: discussions, active listening and asking questions, demonstration of
understanding of research and writing steps, etc. Each class with begin with a ‘grammar and
syntax’ clinic to help students hone writing style; it is expected that students will incorporate
these skills into their written work and demonstrate progression in style and mastery of syntax as
the course progresses.

Policies:

1. Late papers and assignments will receive a 5% deduction per day unless the student
obtains extension from the instructor.

2. Given the limitation of access to printers, essays can be emailed, and written in MS Word
or Google Docs (12 point, Times Roman or other easy-to-read font);

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/introduction-to-logic-and-critical-thinking


3. Students who need to miss lessons, or portions of a lesson for work or community-related
reasons should speak with the instructor beforehand, so that provisions can be made to
help the student stay up-to-date with the required course work.

4. Please refer to the complete policy and regulations surrounding academic dishonesty in your
TRU calendar or at www.tru.ca/policy/educ/index.html for detailed information on
plagiarism.

5. Inappropriate classroom behavior will get you a request to leave the class; repetition may
result in permanent suspension. “Inappropriate” includes, but is not necessarily limited to,
talking when others are addressing the group, entering or leaving the classroom casually
when it is in session, repeated late arrivals, failure to turn off cell phones, reading or doing
other homework while class is in session. In other words, I expect you to treat this course as
a professional environment and act accordingly!

English 1100 - Course Syllabus (Fall 2020)

Lesson Lesson Outline

1 Welcome, orientation and course outline & expectations. The meaning and significance
of education, and its relationship to academic writing.

2 Principles of critical thinking: analytic, lateral, and critical thinking

3 Role of key terms and key concepts: providing definitions and frames of reference

4 Bias, risk compensation, factors influencing neutrality and objectivity

5 ‘RAVEN’: reliability, ability to see, vested interest, expertise, neutrality

6 Critical thinking essay 1 (Global Issues): First Essay Due

7 Essay Consultations

8 Rhetoric and dialectic (conveying a message)

9 Material and formal errors in communication; identifying errors

10 Ethical and moral elements of writing and communication

11 Role of imagination, creative thinking, creative problem solving

12 Consultations & presentations (1)

13 Consultations & presentations (2)

14 Final Essay Due

http://www.tru.ca/policy/educ/index.html

