
‘Making Distinctions”

Corroboration



1. How to use Corroboration
2. How to incorporate corroboration into your conclusion

This Lesson (6):



Corroborating evidence are sources which either 
directly or indirectly support your thesis.

Thinking of what useful corroborating sources 
might be is a work of imagination: the author 
needs to think through possible scenarios 
that will generate leads for corroboration.

Using Corroboration



Case Study

Consider the following case study.  It contains three sources: police, insurance 
companies, and fire department.

The insurance company is used to test the police report.  This examination 
generates a thesis.

The fire department is used to corroborate the thesis (and in an essay, we 
need as much of this type of corroboration as possible).



First Source: Police Report
Local police: “Reports of property crime have steadily decreased over the last 
four years:” 



Police Source

Relying on this single source would seem to indicate that property crime in the 
area has been steadily decreasing over the past four years.

How can we verify if this is the case?  What other corroborating sources might 
we use to test this information?

Testing information is a process of corroboration to see if a claim is likely 
to be true/reliable or not.



Second Source: Insurance Claims
“Verified claims for property damage/theft due to crime have remained steady 
or increased” 



Insurance Claims

The number of insurance claims filed in the same period for damage and theft 
to property however has NOT gone down.

What does this suggest?

Assuming that both reports (police and insurers) are correct, it would seem to 
indicate that property crime has not decreased, only the reporting of it.



Corroboration: Thesis

The two sources we have seem to be in conflict.

We can form a thesis that property crime in the area has not decreased, but 
has simply gone unreported, based on the continuance of verified insurance 
claims.

Sources used to support a thesis are corroborating sources.



Corroboration: Arson Reports
Fire Department: “Property arson rates for the area have remained constant 
or increased” 



Corroboration: Support

The arson report from the fire department seems consistent with the 
insurance claims for the same period: they have remained constant or slightly 
increased over the same period police report a drop in reporting of property 
crimes.

Thesis: Property Crime has not decreased in the area, only is now less 
likely to be reported.



Forming a Conclusion
If our thesis is correct--that property crime in the area has not decreased--the 
more information we can use to corroborate this thesis the better.

In an essay, you should provide as much corroboration as you possibly and 
reasonably can.

If you are aware (but unable to find) further information to support your 
thesis (such as polling data indicating people less likely to report 
property crime) you can say what this ideal corroboration might be in 
your conclusion.


