
How to Form a Thesis or Abstract

📹 Watch the brief introductory video here >.

The foundation of any good essay is a thesis. A thesis is your answer to a critical
enquiry question that you have identified.

For example, if you are writing on future proposed missions to the Moon (Apollo 18?) you may
want to know, “Are future missions to the moon fiscally responsible?”  Your answer to this
question, such as, “No: further missions to the moon are not fiscally responsible” will be the
basis of your thesis.

Your thesis should be stated clearly in an introduction to your essay. You should never
leave the reader guessing, while reading your essay, as to your thesis or objective in the essay.
Along with your thesis statement, you should provide a brief summary of your main reasons for
the Thesis:

In this essay, I intend to show that yet another NASA mission to the moon, Apollo 18, is
fiscally irresponsible.  While such missions cost billions of dollars to execute, the
scientific and humanitarian benefits of yet another mission are negligible and would
not further our understanding of the moon in any significant way.  This is because the
only benefit of a moon landing is to conduct surface research, which has been done
multiple times, and the director of the final mission, Apollo 17, stated that “there is
nothing further for us to bring back from the Moon’s surface.”

The three parts of a thesis paragraph are:

(1) The thesis statement
(2) A summary of the reasoning supporting the thesis statement
(3) A brief overview of the evidence for the summary

(1) In this essay, I intend to show that yet another NASA mission to the moon, Apollo
18, is fiscally irresponsible. (2) While such missions cost billions of dollars to
execute, the scientific and humanitarian benefits of yet another mission are
negligible and would not further our understanding of the moon in any significant
way. (3) This is because the only benefit of a moon landing is to conduct surface
research, which has been done multiple times, and the director of the final mission,
Apollo 17, stated that “there is nothing further for us to bring back from the Moon’s
surface.”

This thesis paragraph acts as the blueprint for your entire essay.  For this reason, many experts
will recommend writing your thesis statement and paragraph last, after the rest of the essay.

© Rebus Education 2020

https://www.rebusinstitute.com/videoresources?wix-vod-video-id=5a5e721e6e6e41d3a9bac201a60af0cc&wix-vod-comp-id=comp-jpx4tjka

