
 

 

English 1210: 3 credits 
Introduction to Poetry & Drama (3,0,0)  

Winter  2021 
 
Instructor: Dr. Steve Jones Office hours: By phone/email 
Email:   stjones@tru.ca  

   
Calendar Description: 
Students develop a basic understanding of poetry and drama, beginning with a focussed study on 
Greek theater, and its perennial tropes, themes, and archetypes and their influence on the 
development of poetry and drama through to the present day.  Topics include themes in Greek 
mythology, the link between ritual, performance, and cultural expression; the role of 
mask-wearing in indigenous cultures throughout history as a mechanism through which poetry 
and drama are expressed, and the emergence of classical and modern poetry and drama from 
these origins, culminating in metaphysical poetry of the 17th century and beyond. 
 
Course Description: 
This course will examine the origins and development of poetry and drama, taking as its starting 
point the nature of poetry and drama as described by Aristotle in his Poetics.  Key elements of the 
study will include an overview of Greek theatre, especially that of Aeschylus, Aristophanes, and 
Sophocles.  We will explore both physical spaces developed by the Greeks, as well as the 
common archetypes in poetry and drama derived from Greek mythology, and the way in which 
these continue to influence and inspire poetry and drama throughout the ages and across cultures. 
A particular feature of the course will focus on the performance of poetry and drama in 
indegenous cultures, as expressed through the use of ritualistic mask-wearing around the world. 
Students will select poems from various cultures for analysis and presentation in an effort to 
identify and appreciate the perennial and universal concerns, hopes and desires of humankind that 
transcend the limits of the mundane and prosaic. 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Outline 
Department of English and Modern Languages 

Faculty of Arts 



Required Texts 
The course will use a combination of eTexts available in the public domain, video, audio, and 
texts provided by the instructor in digital and hanout form, including Aristotle’s Poetics, excerpts 
from Greek poetry and drama such as Aristophanes’ The Clouds,  Homer’s Iliad, and according to 
the interests and dynamics of the students themselves.  Modern poetic excerpts will include works 
by contemporary writers, as well as commentaries on poetry and drama, such as Camus’ Myth of 
Sisyphus, and TS Elliot’s 1948 Nobel prize speech. 
 
Educational Objectives: 
At the completion of the course, students should be able to do the following: 
 

● critically discuss the historical origins of poetry and drama, and their link to ritual and 
cultural expressions of meaning; 

● recognize the link between poetry, drama, and particular cultural expressions of life; 
● understand and describe some of the key perennial and universal archetypes, tropes, 

motifs, and themes found in poetry and drama; 
● compare and contrast at least two different approaches to and philosophies of poetry and 

drama in English literature; 
● grow in confidence in forming, explaining, and defending a poetic vision of life;  
● work productively both alone and in small groups in an effort to appreciate the role of 

poetry and drama in meaningful communication. 
 
Prerequisite:  
English 12/English 12 First Peoples with a minimum of 73% (with the government exam within 
the last 5 years); or level 5 on the compositions section of the Language Proficiency Index (LPI), 
with all other categories of the LPI at a minimum of 70% (within the last 2 years); or satisfactory 
completion of the TRU English Assessment (ACCUPLACER) at the university entrance level; or 
completion of ENGL 0600 with a grade of C+ or better; or completion of ESAL 0570 and ESAL 
0580 with a grade of C+ or better.  
 
Assignments: Summer (2) - 50% of overall grade 
 
Quizzes & Class Assignments 20% 
Essay 1 (analysis of a poem) 30% (Due March 1st) 
Essay 2 (argumentative) 30% (Due April 19th) 
Participation & Attendance 20% 
 
 
Class participation includes: discussions, active listening and asking questions, demonstration of 
understanding of research and writing steps, etc.  
 
Policies:  
 

1. Late papers and assignments will receive a 5% deduction per day unless the student 
obtains extension from the instructor. 

2. Given the limitation of access to printers, essays can be emailed, and written in MS Word 
or Google Docs (12 point, Times Roman or other easy-to-read font); 



3. Students who need to miss lessons, or portions of a lesson for work or community-related 
reasons should speak with the instructor beforehand, so that provisions can be made to 
help the student stay up-to-date with the required course work. 

4. Please refer to the complete policy and regulations surrounding academic dishonesty in your 
TRU calendar or at www.tru.ca/policy/educ/index.html for detailed information on 
plagiarism.  

5. Inappropriate classroom behavior will get you a request to leave the class; repetition may 
result in permanent suspension. “Inappropriate” includes, but is not necessarily limited to, 
talking when others are addressing the group, entering or leaving the classroom casually 
when it is in session, repeated late arrivals, failure to turn off cell phones, reading or doing 
other homework while class is in session. In other words, I expect you to treat this course as 
a professional environment and act accordingly!  

 
English 1210 - Course Syllabus (Fall 2019) 
 

Lesson  Lesson Outline 

1  Welcome, orientation and course outline & expectations.  Overview of types of poetry: 
lyrical, narrative, metaphysical, etc.The relationship between poetry and drama. 

2  An introduction to Aristotle’s Poetics, chapters 1-7 on the difference between comedy 
and tragedy 

3  Key terms in poetry and drama; elements of the Greek stage, including the orchestra, 
scene, and ‘deus ex machina’; the relation of poetic ‘spaces’ to poetic performance; 

4  The role of the performer: the use of masks, choral representation: the tragic hero, 
ludicrous comic; the role of plot and narrative (Poetics 7-11); 

5  Perennial and universal themes in Greek mythology: a comparison of Prometheus, 
Sisyphys, Psyche and Cupid: student seminar; Albert Camus’ Myth of Sisyphus. 

6  Genres and subgenres of poetry; history of poetry and drama and the relationship 
between poetic expression and ritual (mask-wearing); Introduction to Chaucer 
 First Essay Due 

7  Mid Semester 

8  Medieval & the ‘metaphysical poets’ and crisis of meaning in the modern world (Elliot 
and Wordsworth); the ‘existential crisis’ of Hamlet and themes of despair and regret: 
Thomas Chatterton. 

9  Contributions of women poets: Sappho, Hildegard of Bingen, Emily Dickinson, etc. 
The ‘quest for the divine’ (Bingen).  

10  Love poetry: selection of poems for analysis by Shakespeare, Donne, Brome, and 
poetry of the Romantic era, including melancholy, sublimity, and the revival of 
medievalism and hellenism. 

11  Presentations (to be discussed) 

12  Presentations (to be discussed) 

http://www.tru.ca/policy/educ/index.html


 
 

13  Modern poetry, a sampling: ‘Harlem Renaissance’’ and ‘Martian Poetry’.  Students to 
present closing theses. 

14  Final Essay Due 


